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Agenda
Introduction by moderator

- Mr. Ciyong Zou, Deputy to the Director General and Managing Director, UNIDO

Opening statements

- Mr. Gerd Müller, Director General, UNIDO

- H.E. Ms. Corinne Kitsell, Ambassador, United Kingdom Mission

Presentation of the UK Government’s climate innovation support

- Mr. Paul Durrant, Head of Climate Innovation, Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Presentation of the A2D Facility

- Mr. Peter Warren, Senior Technical Advisor, A2D Facility, UNIDO

Regional perspectives

- H.E. Mr. Philbert Abaka Johnson, Permanent Representative of Ghana to UNIDO, Chair of the African Group

- H.E. Ms. Evangelina Lourdes Bernas, Permanent Representative of the Philippines to UNIDO, Chair of the Asia-Pacific Group

- Mr. Natanael Pineda, Attaché in the Embassy of Panama to Austria and Permanent Representation to the United Nations in Vienna, with Panama

serving as the Chair of GRULAC

Closing remarks

- Mr. Ciyong Zou, Deputy to the Director General and Managing Director, UNIDO
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Accelerating clean energy innovation is increasingly recognized as vital in global efforts to combat

climate change and to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The International Energy Agency (IEA) highlights that almost half of the emissions reductions

necessary for achieving a global net-zero scenario by 2050 will come from technologies that are still

in the demonstration or prototype phase.

The A2D Facility fills an important gap in international climate finance support to developing

countries by targeting the demonstration phase of the innovation chain, bridging earlier-stage and

commercial-scale projects.

Rationale for the A2D Facility



 Aims and impacts:

• To accelerate the commercialization of innovative clean energy technologies in developing 
countries by supporting “lighthouse” pilot demonstration projects of innovative clean 
energy technologies in developing countries in the following key thematic areas:

o Critical minerals

o Clean hydrogen

o Smart energy

o Industrial decarbonization

• Supporting developing countries to achieve SDGs 13 (climate action), 1 (no poverty) and 9 
(industry, innovation, and infrastructure), while also generating co-benefits.

 Funding and timescales:

• GBP 65 million (~USD 80 million) from UK Government’s Department for Energy Security & 
Net Zero (DESNZ) – Official Development Assistance (ODA) (international climate finance)

• Programme currently operates from April 2023 to March 2029 and supports projects 
through funding calls.

• Year 1 achievements: Year 1 Annual Report has been published today.

Overview of A2D Facility



Activities bringing 
transformational solutions to 

the market at scale.

Providing grant support for 
catalytic “lighthouse” pilot 

demonstrations with strong 
scalability potential.

Creating and disseminating 
knowledge and experiences to 
foster collaboration, learning 

and scalability.

The A2D Facility is a global (developing country-focused) programme that focuses on the following activities:

Activities of A2D Facility



Importance of thematic areas-of-focus

Critical Minerals

• Challenge: limited supply and high demand 
for critical minerals essential for clean energy.

• Innovation: demonstrations of solutions to 
decarbonize refining, processing and 
recycling.

Clean Hydrogen

• Challenge: risk of developing countries being 
left behind in clean hydrogen adoption.

• Innovation: demonstrations of solutions to 
accelerate the commercialization of 
decarbonized hydrogen production and use.

Smart Energy

• Challenge: inefficiencies in energy use in 
manufacturing, power, transport, buildings.

• Innovation: smart systems (smart grids, use of 
AI & blockchain for energy management)

Industrial Decarbonization

• Challenge: Growing industrial emissions due 
to increased urbanization and demand.

• Innovation: demonstrations of clean energy 
technologies in energy-intensive industries.

Initial thematic 
areas-of-focus



Illustrative examples



News

The A2D Facility has published the first call-for-
proposals (open from 8 July to 19 August)

We are also happy to announce the launch of the 
A2D Facility Year 1 Annual Report and website. 

www.A2DFacility.unido.org

https://www.unido.org/news/unido-publishes-first-global-call-proposals-accelerate-demonstrate-a2d-facility
https://a2dfacility.unido.org/web/resources
https://a2dfacility.unido.org/web/
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